Homework, PE and Equipment

A reminder that PE Day is on Thursday and Friday.
On PE day, children should come to school in uniform as normal. They will then change into PE kit ready
for their session.

Children need to wear a plain white t shirt, black shorts and trainers. Grey hoodies if cold.
It is a good idea to bring PE kit into school on a Monday, then take it home for washing after PE on Friday.

Jewellery
For reasons of safety, only stud earrings and watches may be worn by the children at school. In PE lessons
all jewellery must be removed.

Equipment
Children do not need to bring their own equipment to school as everything they need is provided.

Homework

The expectation for Year 6 is that children read daily. They should read to an adult as often as possible and
adults must record each reading session in the home/school record. There is a huge whole-school push on
this and reading for pleasure helps develop a range of vital skills to excel at school and in life.

At the start of every half term, a homework grid is produced that details the homework for the term
ahead. There is a termly schedule which guides you through the activities to complete during the term.
Please ensure the children complete the appropriate activity. Extra homework will be given throughout
the term to ensure the children are ready for Secondary School.

Please support your child with this.

Reading records will be checked regularly so please could you make sure that reading is completed
regularly, and that reading records are filled out.

How you can help:

v Learning times tables is a key skill that will support your child at school
v Support your child to complete their homework
v Read on a regular basis
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Find us on Class Dojo!
Check out our website: www.briarhillprimary.co.uk
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Knowledge Rich Curriculum

At Briar Hill, we teach a carefully sequenced, knowledge-rich curriculum which aims to inspire pupils
and promote excellent outcomes for all.

The curriculum content has been carefully chosen by our own subject experts and is organised in a
coherent way, ensuring children can build on their knowledge from year to year. In this way, the
knowledge in the curriculum is cumulative, constructing firm foundations from which children can
progress and develop deeper conceptual understanding and subject-specific skills over time.

Curriculum coherence ensures that teaching does not jump from topic to topic, but enables children to
develop knowledge over time, as well as a love of subjects. Subject content is crucial to this approach-
the rich content of the curriculum inspires children and plants the seeds for a lifetime of learning.

Lessons are taught with talk and thinking critically at the heart. Children are encouraged to learn in a
variety of ways, tailored to meet their own individual needs.

This term, as well as the weekly subjects of writing, reading, maths, science, PSHE, PE, music and RE
there will be a focus on art and history.

The home-school relationship is vital to a successful year. Parents are most welcome in Briar Hill. You
will have access to the teacher at the beginning and the end of the day. We strongly believe in working
in partnership and encourage parents and guardians to become involved in school life. We will be
providing a wide range of opportunities throughout the year which will include; parent evenings,
workshops, special assemblies, wow events, learning showcases and well as our renowned sports day.
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Term 1 Curriculum News

Welcome to Year Six! We hope you have had a lovely 6-week break and that you are returning to school
raring to go — we certainly are! As with any other year, we will be hitting the ground running
and children will be expected to read, complete homework and continue to do TT Rockstars and
Maths.co.uk at home. If there are any issues with this or prefer a paper version, please see Mr
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As a school part of the NCETM Maths Hub, we use ‘Teaching for Mastery’ as our basis for our

Warren. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Maths

mathematics lessons. We use ‘Effective Maths’ as a base resource along with others to supplement with
this - which have contributed greatly to Briar Hill’s undoubted success in this subject in recent years. In
our first term, the areas we will focus on will be Place Value and the four operations. In readiness for
the end of key stage tests (SATs) there will be additional focus on arithmetic. The arithmetic paper will
be the key paper in May, so times table knowledge and mental agility will certainly enhance our
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Reading will be a key focus this year. Reading, as well as being an enjoyable activity, is also a life skill
and will benefit children in all subject areas. Our reading theme will be ‘Devastated Landscapes’ and our
key texts will be ‘Mortal Engines’ and ‘Island’.

Writing
Term 1 begins with a bang — or a roar to be more precise! In order to get our writing juices flowing we
will look at a piece of Science Fiction called ‘Roar’. We will use this piece to develop sentence

structures, explore adventurous vocabulary, describe unworldly settings and introduce an element of

threat. Hold on tight, this one certainly is a

History

‘Migration” will be our study focus in this first term. Looking at ‘How did early humans migrate across
the world?’ to ‘Who were the Windrush Generation and What was Kindertransport?’ to What is a
refugee?’ This will ensure that children have a clear understanding and knowledge ready for our next
unit of WWII. We will be lucky enough to be visiting the Imperial War Museum in London in 2027,
please make sure if you have not done so already that your child has sign up for this and please see Mr
Warren if you have any questions.

Science & ;%,2
We begin our science with a knowledge rich curriculum 'Living Things and Habitats'. We will be
exploring lessons like Micro- organisms and Kingdoms. Are all living things animals or plants? We will
then explore Classification Keys. How can we identify unknown organisms? To finally observing and
researching the work of Carl Linnaeus. How do classification systems work?

RE

In RE we use a scheme of work called Jigsaw and have refined what we have taught over the years.
This first term is in Year 6 is Sikhi. We will be exploring how far would a Sikh go for their religion?
Looking at Sikhism and what their daily lives look like.

PSHE
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Our very important PSHE unit this half term will be ‘Being Me’. PSHE is hugel §nt in Year Six as
we prepare for transition into secondary school and life beyond. These @l will give us the
opportunity to think about ourselves and how we fit into the wider society.

PE

Our team sports this term will be netball and basketball. There will be a focus on the rules of the game
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as well as the key skills needed to partici iIso be Working towards our ‘Star Awards’.
MFL

In a continuation to our studies in Year Five, we will continue to learn French as our Modern Foreign
Language. Key areas will be vocabulary and everyday conversational skills.

Computing

We will be continuing to use National Centre of Computing Excellence as a scheme and we start this
term with sensing movement. The unit begins with a simple program for pupils to build in and test
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Children will start the term off with a sculpture unit looking at the Geometric De Stijl. They will look at

within the new programming environment, before transferring it to their micro:bit.

Art

the movement to generate sculpture pieces based on interlocking 3D forms. They will learn the clay
technique of slab building and join using score and slip method to build sculptures with height. They
will learn to create 3d shapes from cardboard using nets and assemble to create a sculpture.
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