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Find us on Class Dojo!
Check out our website: www.briarhillprimary.co.uk

Homework, PE and Equipment
We have double PE on a Monday. 
It is recommended that children have PE kit in school on a Monday as it is sometimes needed 
during the week. Then, it can be taken home on a Friday if needed.
Children need to wear a plain white t shirt, black shorts/black joggers and trainers.  Grey hoodies 
might be needed if it is cold.

Jewellery
For reasons of safety, only stud earrings and watches may be worn by the children at school. In PE 
lessons all jewellery must be removed. 

Equipment
Children do not need to bring their own equipment to school as everything they need is provided. 

Reading Expectations in Year 1
At Briar Hill, we place a strong emphasis on developing a love for reading from an early age. In 
Year 1, children are expected to read daily with an adult. Each reading session should be recorded 
in their reading record, which will be checked every Thursday.
This is part of a whole-school push to promote reading for pleasure, which plays a vital role in 
building vocabulary, comprehension and overall academic success. In Year 1, children will also 
take part in the Phonics Screening Check, which assesses their ability to decode words using 
phonics skills. We ask that all children read at least five times a week. Your support in making this 
a consistent routine is greatly appreciated.

How You Can Support at Home
- Read together at least 5 times a week and record each session in the reading record.
- Practice times tables—focus on the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.
- Support with homework to reinforce learning from the classroom.

Together, we can help your child build strong foundations for a lifelong love of learning.

Knowledge Rich Curriculum 

At Briar Hill, we teach a carefully sequenced, knowledge-rich curriculum which aims to inspire pupils 
and promote excellent outcomes for all.

The curriculum content has been carefully chosen by our own subject experts and is organised in a 
coherent way, ensuring children can build on their knowledge from year to year. In this way, the 
knowledge in the curriculum is cumulative, constructing firm foundations from which children can 
progress and develop deeper conceptual understanding and subject-specific skills over time.

Curriculum coherence ensures that teaching does not jump from topic to topic, but enables children to 
develop knowledge over time, as well as a love of subjects. Subject content is crucial to this approach-
the rich content of the curriculum inspires children and plants the seeds for a lifetime of learning.

Lessons are taught with talk and thinking critically at the heart. Children are encouraged to learn in a 
variety of ways, tailored to meet their own individual needs. 

This term, as well as the weekly subjects of writing, reading, maths, science, PSHE, PE, Music and RE 
there will be a focus on Art and Geography/History. 
 

The home-school relationship is vital to a successful year. u will have access to

http://www.briarhillprimary.co.uk/


Autumn 1 Curriculum News – Year 1

Welcome back to a brand-new school year! We are thrilled to begin our year 1 journey with your 
wonderful children. This term promises to be full of exciting learning opportunities and we’re 
confident that each child will shine brightly and strive to achieve their very best.
We look forward to working together to support their growth, curiosity and love of learning.

Maths 
This half term, we’ll begin with our Transition Unit, where children will focus on:
• Counting forwards and backwards
• Ordering numbers
• Finding one more and one less
Following this, we’ll move on to our Place Value unit. We will develop their understanding of numbers 
by learning to read, write and represent numbers in different ways. These foundational skills are 
essential for building confidence and fluency in maths throughout the year.

Writing 

This term, we’re diving into our Fiction Unit with the exciting model text Pirate Tom. Children will:
• Learn and perform the story using a text map
• Bring the story to life through drama and storytelling
• Explore adjectives to add detail and description to their writing
• Create their own poetry, inspired by the themes and characters in the story
We’re looking forward to seeing the children’s creativity shine as they develop their writing skills!

Art

In Art this term, we’ll be learning about the artist Paul Klee and exploring his unique style. We will 

experiment with primary and secondary colours and use printing techniques to create their own 
shape-inspired artwork.

Computing 
This term, Year 1 will explore Technology Around Us, learning to recognise and use different types of 
technology in school and at home. They will develop their understanding of how technology helps us 

in everyday life and begin to use computers confidently and responsibly.
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Reading 
This term, we’ll be exploring a range of engaging and much-loved texts, including:
• The Tiger Who Came to Tea
• Hairy Maclary
• Where the Wild Things Are
Through these stories, children will develop their fluency, comprehension, and storytelling skills, 
while also nurturing a lifelong love of reading. We’ll be discussing characters, settings, and key 
events, and encouraging children to share their thoughts and opinions about what they read.

History
In History this term, we’re learning about the Victorians. We will explore different aspects of life in 
the Victorian period, considering how schools, homes, toys and daily life has changed from then to 
now.

Science

In Science, we’re exploring the seasons and weather. We will learn about all four seasons and explore 
what weather is in each season.

RE

In RE this term, Year 1 will be learning about Christianity, focusing on the two main Christian 
festivals: Christmas and Easter. We will explore the meaning and traditions behind these 
celebrations.

PSHE

In PSHE, our focus is 'Being Me in My World'. We will explore positive behaviour in the classroom, 
understand the importance of rules and learn about rewards and consequences to help build a 
respectful and supportive learning environment.

PE
In PE this term, our focus is on movement. We will develop and refine their physical skills through a 
variety of fun and engaging activities designed to build coordination, balance, and control.
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